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Student recovers from deadly rodent-borne illness Student
Erin Loranger
Montana Kaimin
A University of Montana
student is home after spending nine days in the hospital
recovering from hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome, which
he said he was exposed to at his
on-campus job with UM Recycling.
President Royce Engstrom
sent a campus-wide email on
Friday about a case of han-

tavirus in Missoula County.
The email didn’t say the case
involved a student or that the
virus was likely contracted on
campus.
The exposed student, Antonio Morsette, a junior in the
environmental studies department, said his supervisor called
him and said UM Recycling
is closed after the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) requested they shut it down for cleanup. UM Recycling could not be

reached for comment.
Peggy Kuhr, vice president
for integrated communications,
said UM wasn’t contacted by
the CDC. However, the county health department notified
UM about a potential exposure
to hantavirus on campus. She
said it wasn’t included in the
campuswide email because the
disease isn’t contracted person to person and the location
of exposure couldn’t be confirmed.

charged with
indecent
exposure

“They confirmed that a
person contracted the disease.
They did not confirm where
it happened,” Kuhr said. “It’s
likely it was at the sorting facility. The county health department has told us it’s not likely
to ever be confirmed.”
Kuhr said the sorting facility
is closed for cleaning, and the
clean up will be handled by UM.
She didn’t know how long the facility would be closed.
See VIRUS, page 8

Peter Friesen
Montana Kaimin

Evan Frost/Montana Kaimin/@efrostee
Cars drive on the Going to the Sun road in Glacier National Park on July 6, 2014. A bill introduced by an Arkansas representative requires the president
to gain approval from congress or a governor in order to make new federally protected areas such as National Parks and monuments.

House GOP seeks to alter century-old parks act
Dakota Wharry
Montana Kaimin
The president’s ability to
create national monuments
could be threatened because of
a bill introduced to the House
of Representatives by Rep. Don
Young, R-Ark.
The bill would alter the Antiquities Act of 1906, which has
been used by 16 presidents to
create national monuments.
President Barack Obama used

Volume CXVI Issue 82

the act 13 times, according to
ThinkProgress.
The bill, known as H.R. 330,
or Marine Access and State
Transparency, changes the
wording of the act so the president must have congressional
approval, or permission from
the governor of each state the
land is in. Both the governors
and the president must agree
on the final proposal.
Len Broberg, UM enviornmental law professor, said he

thinks the bill is a bad idea.
“It’s been tried before,”
Broberg said, “and it already
exists for Wyoming.”
In Wyoming, Congress must
approve any proposals for a
monument. Broberg said that
since Wyoming changed its
law, the state has yet to establish a national monument.
The Antiquities Act is the
only way a president can act
without Congress to preserve
federal public lands, Broberg

said. With a Congress that has
been unable to agree on much,
he said there’s a need for the
president to be able to preserve
natural, historical and cultural
lands.
“I think we would not see
any national monuments created for quite some time,”
Broberg said.
Proponents of the bill say it
would consult local landowners and state governments that
See NATIONAL PARKS, page 4
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A University of Montana
student appeared in justice
court on Friday with three
counts of indecent exposure,
including one felony charge.
Cole Francisco, 22, is being
held in Missoula County Jail
in lieu of a $125,000 bail after
allegedly exposing himself to
four young girls between the
ages of 11 and 15 years old, according to an affidavit. Judge
Karen A. Orzech approved the
bail.
Francisco, a senior, was a
full-time student at UM but
is now no longer allowed to
come in contact with anyone
under 18, making his return to
school this semester impossible, Orzech said.
The dean will look into
Francisco’s case based on a few
factors: The nature and severity
of the allegations and the potential for continuing impact or
threat to the campus community, Peggy Kuhr, vice president
for integrated communications.
Francisco told police he exposed
himself to a woman on campus last
year. He has a pending case for a
weapons violations misdemeanor
in California for sneaking into a
residence hall and watching girls
with a .44-caliber handgun in his
backpack.
Francisco is required to wear
a GPS monitor and undergo a
sexual offender evaluation if he
makes bail. He isn’t allowed to
carry weapons or have any contact with the victims. He’s also
prohibited from being within
1,500 feet of any school, park or
bus stop.
The first offense occurred
March 10 on Mill Creek Road
near Lolo. Francisco pulled up
next to a 15-year-old girl and
See FLASHER, page 4
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THE GIRL WITH THE YETICORN TATTOO

Yeticorn goes to town
By Gracie Ryan

The day my dad took me to buy my first two-wheel bike, the
shop employee showed me two versions of a model I liked – the
“girl” bike was bright pink, and the “boy” bike was bright blue with
flames on the seat.
The choice was obvious.
Standing up on the pedals so that the other kids might catch a
glimpse of those hot, blue flames, I’d cruise around my elementary
school. My cool factor couldn’t even be weakened by the pink, floral
helmet my parents insisted I wear to protect my 10-year-old skull.
Loving bikes didn’t just allow me to look like a badass in elementary school. Loving bikes allows me be a part of a culture many
people see as male dominated, but was really the first great equalizer. Bikes have played a huge role in helping women fight oppressive
gender roles throughout history.
Bikes changed the lives of women in the late 1800s. It was a time
when women were confined to their homes, cursed to live out their
years in bone-crushing corsets and high collared shirts that were
more like chokers.
And then the bike came and acted as the vehicle for change.
Women were introduced to the idea of movement: movement
outside of the home, as well as movement of their ribcages when
they gave up their corsets for more practical biking attire and
gained the luxury of breathing. Women shed their layers and began
to wear bloomers or “split skirts,” which were cinched at the knee.
Bikes meant women didn’t have to rely on men for transportation.
They could travel farther, which meant they could more
easily get jobs, or just explore their interests
outside of the home.
The same men who disapproved
of women’s ability to breathe, who
enjoyed the hourglass figure of the
corset, also disapproved of women
riding bikes. It threatened the
gender roles of the household.
Who would cook, clean, darn
socks and bake pies if not barely-breathing women?
There was also serious
concern that bike seats
might be sexually
stimulating for women, or would somehow otherwise be
“bad” for their health,
but I live on the edge, I
can take the stimulation.
After spring break, I’ll
bring an old road bike frame to Free
Cycles and turn it into a full-fledged, two-wheeled vehicle of liberation. I am going to document the project and bring you a weekly
episode.
I might not add flames to the seat, but maybe a yeticorn.
grace.ryan@umontana.edu
@GracieRyanPhoto

The Montana Kaimin, in
its 116th year, is published
by the students of the
University of Montana, Missoula.
The UM School of Journalism
uses the Montana Kaimin
for practice courses but
assumes no control over
policy or content.
The Montana Kaimin is
printed on campus by
Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to
editor@montanakaimin.com.
Editorials are discussed
and written by Kaimin editors.
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Nikki Asay

Junior, Communications
I just kind of read that
email, but I can’t say I was
that concerned about it. I
got that email and I was
like I guess I’ll be worried
about that now.

Are you concerned that hantavirus
was found on campus?

Sejin Choi

Exchange Student, Sociology
I knew the disease
occured but I didn’t know
it was on campus. Yeah,
I’m concerned about it
now.

Graduate student, Bus. Admin
Honestly threats are
everywhere ... I’m not
concerned about getting
it, but I would just be
more careful and hope no
one else gets it.

EDITORIAL

Rafter360 is dangerous for students
By Editorial Board

Buying textbooks is already a
nightmare, and with Rafter360,
we’ll never wake up.
When we buy books freshman
year, most of us just bite the bullet and accept the fact that we are
spending money on something
we’ll only use for a few months —
or worse, a book we never open.
Eventually, we figure things
out. We use friends’ old textbooks,
we check out Amazon, and when
all else fails, we befriend the nerd
in class who bought the book.
Rafter360 is proposing to make
an imperfect situation worse.
The California-based company would partner with the Bookstore on a mandatory textbook
rental program that will be tested
on freshmen next year if it passes
during this spring’s ASUM elections. Under the program, students
pay a flat $252 fee for all textbooks
per semester. The fee would appear on a student’s tuition bill,
where they could pay with finan-

cial aid or scholarships. Students
will have to pay an additional fee if
they wish to keep their textbooks at
the end of the semester.
This proposal, advocated by
Associate Provost Nathan Lindsay and Executive Director of the
Office for Student Success Sharon
O’Hare, disproportionately favors
hard-science students, who pay
more for books per semester than
the average political science or creative writing student.
At an ASUM meeting on March
11, O’Hare said the proposal is
meant to help students afford the
skyrocketing prices of college textbooks, estimating that students
spent an average of $1,400 for two
semesters of books. This is a generous estimate, and assumes students are buying books full price.
The proposal sounds like
guaranteed money from an ever-shrinking student body and
a way to tether students to the
school, not an effort to help them.
Under Rafter’s proposal, there is

no opt-out.
Thankfully, students have a
voice. ASUM must vote to even
put the proposal on this spring’s
student ballot, and if it makes it,
students can vote no.
Additionally, there will be open
forums for students and faculty
in the UC this week to make their
voices heard and ask questions,
like how does the Bookstore benefit from partnering with an outside
company, and how did O’Hare
come up with that $1,400 figure?
Because if one thing is crystal
clear, it’s that college students have
never, and will never, pay sticker
price for anything.
Make your voice heard:

March 25
• 10-11am UC 329 Open Forum
• 12-1pm UC 329 Open Forum
• 2-3 Todd 204 Open Forum
• 4-5 UC 329 Student Forum Only
March 26
• 10-11am UC 329 Open Forum
• 12-1pm UC 329 Open Forum
• 2-3 UC 329 Open Forum
• 4-5 UC 329 Faculty/Staff Forum Only
• 6-7 UC 329 Open Forum

CORRECTION:
In the story “Missoula Combats Sexual Assault,” the Montana Kaimin reported that during a self-defense

class, a former UMPD officer instructed a student to lay on her back and try to push him off her. It was a selfdefense expert, not the officer, who demonstrated the technique after a student requested it.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Peter Friesen
Montana Kaimin

March 20

INSIDE JOB
A student in Jesse Hall reported money was stolen from
his dorm and the shower room.
UMPD has no suspects.

CAN’T STOP, WON’T STOP
Mansfield Library staff
asked for police assistance to
remove a student who refused
to leave when the library was
closing. Campus police and
library staff successfully removed the student.

March 21

TREE HUGGER
Two men were reported
climbing trees in the courtyard
outside Duniway Hall and
looking into residents’ windows. UMPD warned them not
to do that.

ROWDY RACERS
A University Villages resident reported noise coming
from behind her apartment.
An officer drove by and found
the Griz Glow 5K Fun Run was
taking place.

March 22

GHOST BURGLAR
A computer-generated mes-

sage reported that alarms were
triggered at the President’s
house. UMPD responded and
failed to find any triggered
alarms. Police checked and
found all the doors and windows were secure.

BOOK BEATDOWN
A disturbance at the Mansfield Library resulted in an
ambulance being called and
three officers responding to
the scene. The mother of a
girl involved in the altercation
called UMPD, concerned that
her daughter hadn’t returned
home almost three hours after
the incident.

peter.friesen@umontana.edu
@peter_friesen
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Mountain lion killed after
attacking dog in Glacier Park
Associated Press
WEST GLACIER — A Glacier
National Park ranger shot and
killed a mountain lion that attacked
a dog in an employee housing area
in West Glacier.
Park officials say a park employee returned to her residence at 5
p.m. Saturday and her dogs unexpectedly raced out of the car. One
of the dogs began fighting with a

mountain lion.
The animals were separated
briefly using a shovel, but they ended up tumbling over an embankment near the Flathead River.
A park ranger shot the mountain
lion and rescued the dog, which
had jumped into the river. A park
official said the dog received several
stitches and other treatment and is
expected to survive.

Helena lawmaker proposes state
funding for STD prevention
Associated Press
HELENA — Representatives
are considering whether to appropriate state funds to help prevent sexually transmitted diseases.
Democratic Rep. Mary Ann
Dunwell, of Helena, introduced
House Bill 597 in the House Appropriations Committee on Mon-

day. The proposal would provide
$100,000 a year to the Department
of Public Health and Human Services to educate and test people
for STDs.
Jim Murphy with the health
department says the federal government provides the state's only
funding for STD prevention,
which totals about $1.9 million
annually.
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No drones allowed:
Cavan Williams
Montana Kaimin
Private use of drones is
growing in popularity across
the nation, but as the opening
days of spring turkey and bear
seasons creep closer, drone
pilots may find themselves in
trouble with Fish, Wildlife and
Parks.
Montana adopted regulations prohibiting the use of unmanned aircrafts for hunting
or scouting purposes two years
ago, FWP deputy chief of law
enforcement, Mike Korn, said.
The regulation came as a
way to deal with the rising
popularity and accessibility to
drones.
The rule applies to all species managed by FWP during

hunting season and is part of a
larger trend regarding the use
of drones.
Korn recognized the beneficial use drones offer in some
fields and said while some
states, like Texas, allow the use
of drones for hunting purposes, Montanans don’t see it as
fair.
“There’s a lot of potential for
it, but from a hunting point of
view, is this really fair chase?”
he said. “There’s a reason they
call it hunting, and I think it
has to do with woodsman skills
and tracking animals not electronically. When does it cease
being hunting and begin being
a computer game?”
One of the strongest driving forces behind the adapted rule was the conservation

group Backcountry Hunters
and Anglers, which is dedicated to protecting public lands
and keeping hunting relatively
primitive.

‘When does it
cease being hunting and begin being a computer
game?’

Mike Korn
FWP Deputy chief of law
enforcment

Montana’s chapter of the
conservation group cited concerns over the use of the technology along with the need

NATIONAL PARKS
From page 1
are not a part of the discussion
when creating national monuments and marine preserves.
But Broberg said this is not the
case.
There’s often discussion between state and federal governments, and usually national
monuments are only declared
if an agreement cannot be
reached between local officials
and federal land managers.
Monuments can only be created on federal public lands, so
there is less reason for concern

Groups want to keep
Montana hunting primitive

for regulation in an open letter
sent to FWP in May 2013.
“While Backcountry Hunters & Anglers acknowledges
the potential beneficial use of
UAVS for science and game
surveys, we feel strongly that
state wildlife departments
should curtail their use to protect the principles of fair chase
and fair opportunity. While
government cannot “legislate
morality,” we have a responsibility to make sure that hunting remains a primitive pursuit
involving woodcraft and skill,
not merely exploiting technology,” the letter says.
“We want to protect the
principles of fair chase and
fair opportunity,” John Sullivan, co-chairman of Montana’s
Backcountry Hunters and An-

glers chapter, said.
The group had to act quickly
in asking for drone regulations
because, as use becomes more
popular, regulation would be
more difficult. The group feels
it is important to immerse yourself in the woods when hunting
or fishing, and there would be
nothing more devastating than
having a drone disturb the privacy or solitude the backcountry offers, Sullivan said.
“Whether you’re a hunter
or fisherman or backpacker,
we are trying to protect that
opportunity to escape into the
mountains of Montana,” he
said.
Spring hunting season in
Montana will open for turkeys
April 11 and black bears April
15.

from state and private property
owners, Broberg said.
Elizabeth Metcalf, assistant
professor of recreation management and human dimensions of natural resources, said
the bill will take a lot of power
away from the president and
make it difficult to preserve
land.
“I think there is concern that
national monuments restrict
use,” Metcalf said. “But they often allow all sorts of recreation,
such as the Missouri Breaks,
which allows hunting, fishing
and hiking.”
Matt Shuckerow, spokesman

for Young, said there’s confusion in some recent publications that said the bill intends
to end the president’s ability to
create national monuments.
“The goal is to include local
and state governments in the
discussion,” Shuckerow said.
“The hope is to bring transparency and more input from the
local level.”
The bill was referred to the
House’s National Resources subcommittee on Federal
Lands in early March.

FLASHER
From page 1

and Francisco left.
Washington Middle School’s
resource officer reported that two
girls saw Francisco again Thursday
morning.
Sheriff’s Detective Jon Gunter
detained Francisco afternoon after
telling him he and his car matched
the description the victims gave.
Francisco admitted to Gunter that
he was the suspect involved in the
incidents.
He said his purpose in talking to
the girls and exposing himself was
to achieve sexual gratification. Francisco said he saw the girls on Mill
Creek Road earlier in the week and
returned to expose himself later.
Francisco told police he has a
problem controlling his urge to seek
out young girls and expose himself
to them for sexual pleasure, especially when he’s under stress, according to the affidavit.
Francisco’s preliminary hearing
is on April 2.

and asked her what time it was.
She told him and he asked her
to come closer and said, “I just
wanted to tell you that you are
beautiful,” according to the affidavit. The girl said she saw
him the next two afternoons
when she walked home from
the bus stop.
On March 12 on Mill Creek
Road, Francisco allegedly stopped
his car near another 15-year-old
girl and called her over. She went
over and saw his penis was out.
Francisco offered her $100, which
she declined before walking away.
Francisco then left.
On the morning of March 13,
Francisco allegedly pulled up outside Washington Middle School
and waved enthusiastically at two
girls, 11 and 13 years old. He pulled
close to them and the 11-year-old
saw that he wasn’t wearing pants or
underwear. The girls kept walking

dakota.wharry@umontana.edu
@dwharry12396

peter.friesen@umontana.edu
@peter_friesen
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GRIZ

[recap]

Australian freshman Christy Scott practices earlier this season. The Montana women’s team is perfect in Big Sky Conference play this season.

Alex Valdez
Montana Kaimin

SOFTBALL
The Montana Grizzlies softball team opened its inaugural
regular season with three home
games this weekend against the
Idaho State Bengals. Montana (522, 1-2 BSC) lost both games on
Saturday, but came out with its
first home victory on Sunday.
In the first game Saturday,
Montana came out of the gate
hot. Freshman Lexie Brenneis
scored the first run of the game
in the bottom of the second in-

ning after homering over the left
field fence.
The Grizzlies had a 3-0 lead
until the top of the fifth inning
when Idaho State scored its first
run on a sacrifice fly, putting
them on the board.
One inning later, the Bengals
added three more runs to put the
score at 4-3. ISU scored another
run in the seventh to seal the
game 5-3. Brenneis finished the
game 2-3 with two RBIs.
The Grizzlies fell to the Bengals 5-4 during the second game.
Just like the first game, Montana
started off well but faltered in

the final innings.
On Sunday, the Grizzlies
earned their first home and Big
Sky Conference win 6-3.
Brenneis put Montana up on
the board first with her third
home run of the weekend. In the
third inning, Idaho State scored
after an RBI double by Katelyn
Marquez.
Montana responded in the
bottom of the inning, earning
runs from Katie Jo Waletzko and
MaKenna McGill.
ISU scored two more runs in
the sixth, but it wasn’t enough
for a win.

Griz senior Kenzie Cole (3-10)
was credited with the win, allowing two earned runs in seven
innings pitched. She finished the
game with five strikeouts, three
walks and allowed only six hits.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
In their 21st NCAA tournament appearance, the Lady
Griz (24-9) fell 77-43 to the No.
2 ranked Notre Dame Fighting
Irish on Friday.
During the opening minutes, Montana trailed the
Fighting Irish 7-6. Sophomore
Kayleigh Valley scored two
baskets in the paint to help the
Lady Griz keep up.
But then Notre Dame took
off. The Irish scored 14 unanswered points and Montana
played catch up for the rest of
the game.
Montana scored only 19
points in the second half and
had one basket in the final
eight and a half minutes of the
game.
Montana shot 30.6 percent
from the field, with Valley scoring nine points. Seniors Maggie Rickman, Kellie Rubel and
junior McCalle Feller added 8
points each.
The loss drops Montana to
0-11 in its last 11 trips to the
NCAA Tournament.

WOMEN’S TENNIS
The Montana women’s tennis team remains perfect in
Big Sky Conference play after
defeating Southern Utah 6-1 at
home.
Montana easily swept the

Evan Frost / @efrostee / Montana Kaimin

doubles matches against the
Thunderbirds. The No. 2 and 3
teams took easy 6-0 wins, and
the No. 1 team of senior Sasha
Carter and freshman Catherine
Orfanos won 6-4.
In singles play, the Grizzlies
dropped only one set. Senior
Laurence Pelchat fell 6-2 and
6-7. Carter, Orfanos, Hannah
Sulz and Cam Kincaid won
their matches.
The Grizzlies head to California at the start of spring
break for three matches, including one against conference
rival Sacramento State.

MEN’S TENNIS
After entering the weekend
on a five-game winning streak,
the men lost 4-3 in a tight
match against the Weber State
Wildcats in Missoula.
Weber State opened doubles play with a 6-1 win in
No. 1 doubles, but Montana
battled back for a No. 2 win
from Semion Branzburg and
Yannick Schmidl. The Grizzlies dropped the final doubles match to drop the doubles
point.
In singles play, Montana had
close sets. At No. 2, Branzburg
came out and won 6-4 and 6-0.
Peter Mimnagh-Fleming and
Victor Casadevall played tight
matches, but eventually lost
their final sets.
Montana plays Sacramento
State on Friday at home.
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@avaldez_
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Griz softball
captures
first home
win

Loren Benoit/Montana Kaimin
Ashlyn Lyons wears her rally cap, hoping to spur a late inning rally in the seventh inning of the second game of
Montana’s doubleheader Saturday. Montana eventually fell to the Idaho State Bengals 4-5, the second loss of the
day.

Andrew Houghton

for the Montana Kaimin
Even with all the excitement
surrounding the opening of the
new softball complex, the Montana Grizzlies softball team still
had to play three important conference games on their fresh turf
this weekend.
With defending Big Sky Conference champion Idaho State in
town, the young Grizzlies team
played an encouraging three
games. Montana lost both games
of a doubleheader by a combined
three runs on Saturday before
posting their first win on their
new field in a 6-3 victory over the
Bengals Sunday.
“Obviously the first thing that
stands out is that the park turned
out to be really beautiful, and we
played well, so it was everything
I expected and beyond,” said
head coach Jamie Pinkerton. “The
crowds were awesome, they gave
us a lot of energy…and we could
have easily been 3-0 as 1-2.”
After ceremonial first pitches
from Pinkerton and athletic director Kent Haslam to mark the
debut of the field, Montana took
an early 3-0 lead in its first game,
only to see the Bengals storm back
with five runs in the last three innings for a 5-3 win.
The second game was more of
the same, with the Grizzlies establishing a lead three different
times, but allowing Idaho State to
claw back once again. The Bengals scored one run in the sixth
inning to tie the game and one in
the seventh to win by a 5-4 score,
sending Griz fans home disappointed.
“This team is starting to do
things to win, but now they just
have to close it out and finish
games,” Pinkerton said.
The Grizzlies flipped the script
on Sunday, putting up six runs in

four innings to hold on to a 6-3
win, securing the first home and
conference win in program history.
“To finally get the field and
play at home this weekend and
get the win kind of made it come
full circle,” Pinkerton said. “Now
we have to continue to improve
and mature as a team and build
a fan base…and then build on
that and make this a tough place
to play.”
Freshman catcher Lexie Brenneis hit .750 with three home runs
over the weekend to lead a powerful offensive effort for the Grizzlies. Montana hit .342 as a team,
well above its season average of
.255.

‘Adrenaline was
high for opening
the park, but then
we got out to
early leads and
the crowd got
into the game’

Jamie Pinkerton
Head Coach

The pitchers also stepped up
their game this weekend, with
senior Kenzie Cole and freshman
Carli Riordan combining for an
ERA of 3.67, compared to their
season mark of 5.06.
“The pitching gave us an opportunity to win every ballgame
and offensively we played well
enough to win all three games,”
Pinkerton said. “We just made
some base running mistakes on
Saturday that kept us from extending leads.”
The opening of the park came
after a long year of work. Chuck

Maes, an associate athletic director at the University, said they
faced some challenges over the
winter in readying the field for
play.
“We had a tough winter and
that early November freeze put us
behind the 8-ball because we had
hoped to have turf in by then,”
Maes said.”Then we had to pray
for good weather in February and
March and luckily we got it, so
yeah, we’re very relieved.”
Maes said there will still be
improvements made on the complex, including the addition of
more bleachers. Even with limited
seating, attendance was high for
the opening with an average of
over 750 fans for each game.
Pinkerton said the large
crowds helped the players get
some momentum going.
“Adrenaline was high for
opening the park,” Pinkerton
said, “but then we got out to early
leads and got the crowd into the
game.”
The Grizzlies will continue
their tour of the Big Sky Conference’s top teams next weekend
with a series against Sacramento
State in Sacramento. Pinkerton
hopes that his team can carry
over the feeling from their encouraging performance against
Idaho State.
Regardless of their results the
rest of the season, the Grizzlies
have already accomplished a lot
this season.
“In a 12-month span, we did
an awful lot and got it done and
were able to get the program off to
the start it deserved,” Maes said.
“It took a lot of work from a lot of
people, a lot of patience…and it
worked out well just mainly because everybody pitched in and
made it happen.”
andrew.houghton@umontana.edu
@angryandrew11

Montana Kaimin
Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Freshman outfielder Mercedes Bourgeau bunts up the third baseline in

SPORTS

Loren Benoit/Montana Kaimin

Loren Benoit/Montana Kaimin
Griz freshman outfielder Makenna McGill, left, is ruled out after Idaho State infielder Maddy Hickman fields a
throw during the Griz softball home opener.

Loren Benoit/Montana Kaimin
Freshman Lexie Brenneis, center, is greeted by teammate Carli Riordan, right, after hitting her second home run
of the day.
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ONSET
Morsette said he started to feel
sick on March 5. He thought his
symptoms of a headache and fatigue were cold or flu symptoms
that would soon pass.
But Morsette’s symptoms only
worsened. He went to Curry
Health Center on both March 8 and
9 and tested negative for influenza.
When he had hot and cold flashes,
he went to the emergency room
at St. Patrick Hospital on March
10. While waiting for test results,
Morsette was sent home without
a diagnosis. The next day he had a
fever of 103, and was admitted into
St. Patrick Hospital.
As the infection progresses,
breathing becomes more difficult
and can quickly progress into severe lung disease.
“When I took a breath it felt like
nothing was going in,” he said. “I
was constantly gasping for air. I
couldn’t talk. I had to use hand
signs to talk to my family,” Morsette said
Doctors put Morsette in a medically induced coma on March 11 to
help him breathe. He woke up on
March 14th, but kept the breathing
tube in until March 16th.
“I couldn’t do anything,” he
said. “I couldn’t breathe. They had
to have the oxygen on full blast.”
Morsette wasn’t diagnosed
with hantavirus until his ninth
day in the hospital. Karen Behan, a
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clinical laboratory scientist at Curry Health Center, said it’s difficult
to diagnose because the symptoms
are similar to influenza.
Doctors order the test when a
patient can recall a time they could
have been exposed to the disease.
“We test for the antibodies that
your body produces against the virus,” Behan said.
There is no medication to give
people diagnosed with hantavirus, the only known treatment is
breathing assistance.
“The only thing they could do
was just help me breathe,” Morsette said. “I had to pull through
myself.”
In the hospital, Morsette’s condition was unstable, and he said his
family wasn’t sure if he was going
to live.

DIAGNOSIS
Morsette thinks
he was exposed while working for UM Recycling. He said his
normal responsibilities include
picking up recycling and sorting it
at the recycling center. Each Friday,
Morsette and his coworkers clean
the recycling center with a power
washer, which the CDC said was
an ineffective method.
“They said that you’re not supposed to use a power washer because it kicks up the mouse droppings and things and it gets in the
air,” Morsette said.
There is no vaccine or specific
cure for hantavirus. Infected patients receive oxygen to help relieve
respiratory distress.

Of the 637 hantavirus cases reported in the United States since
2013, 36 percent of cases have resulted in death.
During his interview with UM
Recycling, Morsette said he was
warned about rodents in the recycling center. Although he often saw
mice and their droppings in the
facility, he wasn’t concerned. He
didn’t know what hantavirus was
until he was diagnosed with it.
Morsette said UM Recycling
never asked employees to do anything unsafe, but he wasn’t instructed to take any precautions
beyond wearing gloves and a
trench coat.
“I think they just didn’t know
that could happen,” he said. “We
weren’t told to wear a mask whenever we were doing that.”
Angela Luis, UM professor of
population and disease ecology,
studies hantavirus in mice populations in Montana and said a regular surgical mask won’t filter out
the virus.
When she is conducting her
work, she wears a respirator mask
that creates a seal around the face
with tiny filters to block the virus.
In Montana, the deer mouse
is the only known carrier of the
syndrome. Luis said deer mice
are most common in rural populations, but often make their way
into places with a large rural surrounding.
“It’s right there at the edge of
Mount Sentinel,” she said. “I don’t
think that’s particularly surpris-
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Trout Montana Fly Shop & Motel,
located on the Missouri River in
Cascade, seeks a full-time fly
shop employee for the 2015 season
Send resume to Mike Bushly at
mike@troutmontana.com.
Questions? Call 406-468-9330.

SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair Free
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus
www.firstsolution.com
(406) 540-1969
M&M Driving School private
lessons 317-3272

John Good/Associated Press
The deer mouse (Peromyscus manipulates) is a culprit in the spread of
hantavirus to humans.

ing.”
While some studies on hantavirus are being funded by the
National Institutes of Health, it has
been reduced since the disease was
identified in 1993, Luis said.
“There are still new cases every
year but it’s not as much of a health
threat as a million other things,”
she said.
Luis said that one out of three
people diagnosed with hantavirus
will die from the syndrome, but
only severe cases are diagnosed.
“If it had resolved on its own
then no one would ever know that
he had that. They would have just
assumed it was the flu or something like that,” Luis said.

DAMAGE CONTROL
On Friday, Morsette was released from the hospital and contacted by the CDC.
Morsette said the CDC called

him to ask how he contracted the
disease and give him future prevention tips. They told Morsette
to use bleach and water to control
dust at work and wear a mask
while sweeping. The same day, his
supervisor called to tell him the recycling center would be closed for
a couple of days for cleaning.
“They got a call from the CDC
saying that they have to clean it to
make sure they get rid of the hantavirus,” Morsette said.
“He was like, ‘Oh, so you’re the
reason why they contacted us and
has us do this,’” Morsette said. “I
almost died, but it’s cool.”

HEALING
Morsette said his parents came
from Rocky Boy’s Reservation and
Iowa to be with him in the hospital.
While in a coma, Morsette was able
to recognize the voices of family
and was responsive. To calm him
down, his dad sang and played
powwow songs.
“There were so many people
that were praying and smudging
for me that stopped by,” he said. “I
was really surprised.”
Since Morsette missed two
weeks of school, he’s cancelling his
spring break trip to Oregon to get
caught up on missed tests and assignments.
Morsette said he’s looking forward to getting his strength back
and being able to breathe without
pain.
“It’s pretty scary finding out
that I could have died,” he said.
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
@eeloranger
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Cheap Charley's Mini Storage,
Griz Discount: Option 1) Full
month free with 3 months up
front. Option 2) 5% Griz Discount
off regular price with Free signup
fee! U-Haul rental also available.
(406) 721-7277
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P.S.A.
35th Annual UM/Buddy
DeFranco Jazz Festival, March
26 & 27, Thursday & Friday, at
Dennison Theatre, 7:30 pm.
Reserved tickets at GrizTix and
UM PARTV box offices 243-6880
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